
Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education/Office of Transition Programs 

Q.  What does it cost? 
A.  Classes are free and materials are provided. In GED Prep classes, there are free 
vouchers for practice tests and the actual tests. ($144 value!) 
 

Q.  When can I start? 
A.  Classes run September through May of each year.  Registration is held in August and 
January, but we also enroll students throughout the year when spaces are available. Just 
call our office (869-0748 or 869-0778 in Spanish) to arrange a time. 
 

Q.  What happens at Registration? 
A.  We will ask you to fill out some basic forms with contact information and goals.  We 
will give you some short tests to determine the skills you already have and those that you 
will need to learn.  These tests help us develop your learning plan and to assign you to the 
best class for your specific needs. 
 

Q.  How long will I be in class? 
A.  Students are expected to complete at least 50 hours of instruction.  This is the amount of 
time it usually takes to make progress.  The amount of time for each student will vary 
based on skills and goals. 
 

Q.  Can I study on-line? 
A.  We have on-line programs available to our students to enhance their class progress, but 
they are not offered independently of class.  The GED test must be taken in a Pearson Vue 
Testing Center.  There is a center at Lord Fairfax Community College. 
 

Q.  Are the classes only offered at Lord Fairfax Community College? 
A. No.  Our classes are offered throughout the region.  Hopefully, there is one near you! 
Morning and evening classes are available.  We try to accommodate work schedules, 
whenever possible. 
 

Q.  Is childcare available? 
A.  Children are not allowed to attend our classes.  Childcare is available only at Grace 
Lutheran Church for morning ESL classes which is provided by the congregation. 
 

Q.  I have a diploma, but I did not do well on the college placement test.  Can I come to your 
classes? 
A.  Yes! We work with many adults who have credentials, but need to improve their 
reading, writing, or math skills.  Periodically, we offer a prep class for the VPT. 
 

Q.  I want to earn my GED® so that I can get a better job.  Can you help me? 
A.  Yes!  We have a Transition Coach who can help you find employment, prepare 
resumes, practice interviewing techniques, and explore training opportunities. 
 

Q.  I want to go to college, but I really don’t know where to start.  Can you help me? 
A.  Yes!  We also have a Transition Coach who is dedicated to working with students who 
want to pursue college. 
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