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General Information 
 
History of the College 
 
LFCC is located in an historic cultural area of Virginia. The College was named for Thomas 6th Lord 
Fairfax who in 1747 established his residence, Greenway Court, at nearby White Post. For 34 years, 
Lord Fairfax managed his vast property of more than five million acres that extended from Virginia’s 
Northern Neck to Fort Duquesne, now Pittsburgh. 
  
Born at Leeds Castle in 1693, Lord Fairfax graduated from Oxford College and first came to America in 
1735 to inspect his inheritance from his grandfather, Lord Culpeper. The Fairfax landholdings included 
thousands of acres in the Shenandoah Valley encompassing the present counties of Clarke, Frederick, 
Page, Shenandoah and Warren, as well as a substantial portion of West Virginia. 
 
Lord Fairfax was a respected force in the formation of the new America. He befriended many, including 
George Washington, his surveyor. He supported General Braddock and was known and respected by 
“King” Carter, William Byrd and Governors Gooch, Dinwiddie and Dunmore. Lord Fairfax died at age 
88 in 1781 at Greenway Court and was buried at Christ Church in Winchester. Lord Fairfax Community 
College pays homage to his respected name and legacy. 
 
LFCC opened its doors in September 1970 to 577 students. Two years later in June 1972, the College 
held its first Commencement ceremony at which 92 students received degrees. The College received 
accreditation from the Southern Association of Community and Junior Colleges on Dec. 18, 1972.  
 
The first College president, William H. McCoy, facilitated the opening of the College and remained in 
this position until 1987. Marilyn C. Beck became the second president of LFCC in 1988 and served until 
2003. John J. “Ski” Sygielski became the College’s third president in August 2003 and served LFCC 
until June 2008. Cheryl Thompson-Stacy became the College’s fourth president in January 2009. She 
oversees the administration of the educational needs of more than 7,600 unduplicated credit students and 
more than 10,450 individuals in professional development and business and industry courses annually. 
 
Background 

Founded in 1970, Lord Fairfax Community College (LFCC) is a comprehensive, multi-campus public 
institution of higher education. Through its three locations — the Fauquier and Middletown Campuses 
and the Luray-Page County Center — the College serves eight localities in the Shenandoah Valley and 
Piedmont regions. The localities are the counties of Clarke, Fauquier, Frederick, Page, Rappahannock, 
Shenandoah and Warren and the city of Winchester. 

LFCC offers more than 65 associate degree and certificate programs in a wide variety of disciplines, in 
addition to providing access to bachelor's, master's and doctoral degree programs offered on site by a 
four-year institution. LFCC also serves the business community by offering workforce preparation 
programs for employees and employers. LFCC serves more than 7,600 unduplicated credit students and 
more than 10,450 individuals in professional development and business and industry courses annually. 
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LFCC promotes equal opportunity in educational programs and activities, admission and employment 
without regard to race, color, sex or age (except where sex or age is a bona fide occupational 
qualification), religion, handicap, national origin or other non-merit factors. 

Lord Fairfax Community College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools to award associate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 
1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the 
accreditation of Lord Fairfax Community College. 

LFCC is a proud member of the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC). 

The College is governed by policies set by the State Board for Community Colleges with support and 
guidance from the LFCC Board. Financed primarily with state funds, the College supplements funding 
with contributions from the participating localities and tuition fees. As the vision statement, mission and 
goals reflect, LFCC is committed to excellence in all its programs and services while maintaining 
flexibility, accessibility and responsiveness. Helping each student achieve his or her future goals is the 
focus of the College. 
 
Mission 
Lord Fairfax Community College (LFCC) is a comprehensive, open-access institution and one of 23 
community colleges that make up the Virginia Community College System. Serving a growing and 
diverse eight-locality region in northwestern Virginia, we promote excellence in teaching and learning 
as the means to advance the development of students. The College is dedicated to creating a positive, 
supportive, learning-centered environment for all students, employees and community members. We are 
committed as well to strengthening the educational, economic and cultural life of our diverse 
community. Through our commitment, we provide accessible, flexible, high-quality and cost-effective 
educational and workforce training programs that prepare students for further education, job 
advancement, meaningful careers, life-long learning and personal fulfillment. 
 
Vision 
LFCC enriches communities as we provide exemplary educational opportunities based on our core 
values. 
 
Values 
LFCC embraces the following core values: 
 
Learning 
We foster an environment that ignites and sustains a passion for lifelong learning. 
High Performance 
We are focused, responsive, collaborative and accountable. 
Integrity 
We exemplify honesty, character and respect for our communities. 
Positive Spirit 
We value creativity, enthusiasm and a “can-do” attitude.  
Diversity 
We honor the uniqueness of individuals and communities. 
 




